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President Augustus Farnham, 
Sydney, 
And the Elders or Saints in 
Australia. 


Deak BRETHREN, 


By letter from Elder Farnham dated Dec. 24th, 1853, I was made some- 
what acquainted with your position, labors, success, and faith, all which were 
causes for rejoicing in the kind dealing and overruling providence of our 
God. Elder Wm. Hyde, arrived here on the 14th inst., having travelled 
from San Bernardino with, the mail company. I have seen him only for a 
few moments, as his health is still very poor, and he is recruiting at his home 
in Big Cottonwood. The saints who accompanied Elder H yde to Cali- 
fornia, are tarrying at San Bernardino waiting further counsel as to their 
movements. This I have just written to Elders Rich and Lyman ; I[ have 
understood that some of the brethren in Australia, donated means to help 
the poor to emigrate with Elder Hyde, with the expectation that such 
donations would be credited to them on the books of the Perpetual Emigra- 
tion Fund. The motives that prompted this course I presume were good ; 
and were the Fund nrmch larger than it now is, and the poor saints in the 
British Isles far less numerous than they now are, and still furthr, were 
not the facilities for outfitting far greater in Australia, than in any other place 
where there are poor saints to be gathered,—still all who have assisted or 
may assist the saints to gather from Australia, with a view to being credited 
on the books of the Fund, will be so credited whenever the amount advanced 
by any individuals actually paid into the Fund. You will perceive’ at once 
that this is the only just course under the citcumstanees, and thé only etve 
that will enable me to keep the necessary oversight, and control of the means 
of the Fund Co., at least until the Fund isfar wealther in availa ble means, 
and the fordign much fewer in number. — In far off missions like yeurs 
I wish to remind you that it is not only your privilege, but your duty to ¢o 
walk in the path way of all truth, and so to rejoice inthe spirit of the: Lord, 
as to be able to: know the eourse of your duties and not wait for counsel from 
me but act in faith, believing ever as you have done, and any little mistale 
that may arise will be overruled for good. The economy of the Almighty 


in reference to the salvation of the human family, requires this course, and 


a 
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the long distance between us compels it. Still I shall avail myself of every 


opportunity to give you such counsel as the spirit may dictate, and now take 

occasion to write that all the elders who went from Utah to Australia, on a 

mission, and are there upon receipt of this letter, are at liberty to tarry or 

return home, as you shall decide in your councils, as you may be moved 

upon through faithfulness by the Holy Ghost, and this without any further 

word from me on that subject, but act in the matter as you can unanimously 
ee. 

I wish to inform Elder Burr Frost, that circumstances render it wisdom 
for him to return home by the first opportunity, and that he has my counsel, 
and cordial consent for so doing, and it will be all right. In relation to 
matters here, the Indians continue very friendly, and we continue to enjoy 
peace, prosperity, and generally good health. Hail and grasshoppers have 
injured our field crops and gardens in some localities, still we have flattering 
indications of a plentiful harvest. The public works are progressing with 
considerable speed, and the inhabitants generally are energetic in the various 
grades of private improvements, calculated to make our mountain homes 
comfortable and beautiful. The adobie work of the wall around the Temple 
Block was finished on the 15th inst., and on the 16th I helped to raise the 
first coping stone to its place on the N. W. corner. The workmen have 
been for some time past, busily engaged in laying the massive stone founda- 
tion ofthe Temple, which is composed of h S Slecks of sand stone or con- 
glomerated. Inshortthe Lord is weekly blsssing his people in Zion, and 
wherever they are —_ the earth, and it simply remains for each of us to 
stand in our several lots, magnifying our callings to the honor and glory of 
his name, and all things will work together for good. So far as I know your 
families are well, and I presume keep you informed on family and local 
topics. Praying for your welfares in the way of all truth. 


I Remain your brother in the Gospel, 
Bricuam Younae. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DESERET. \ 


THE TEMPLE. \ 
To the Editor of the Deseret News. 


Sir,—You request a brief description of the Temple now being built in this 
city, for the information of your subscribers. I will give it as presented on 
the draught now before me ; hoping it will tend to obviate so many ques- 
tions being asked by various individuals. 

The Temple Block is 40 rods square, the lines ao and south, 
east and west, and contains 10 acres. The centre of the Temple is 156 feet 
6 inches due west from the centre of the east line of the Block. The length 
of the said House, east and west, is 186% feet, including towers, and the 
width 99 feet. On the east end there are three towers, as also on the west. 
Draw a line north and south 118} thro’ the centre of the towers and you 
have the north and south extent of ground plan, including pedestal. 
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We depress into the earth, at the east end, to the depth of 16 feet, and 
en all around beyond the lines of wall 3 feet for a footing, 

The north and south walls are 8 feet thick, clear of pedestal ; they stand 
upon a footing of 16 feet wall, on its bearing, which slopes 3 teet on each 
side to the height of 7} feet. The footing of the towers rise to the same 
height of the side, and is one solid piece of masonry of rough ashlars, laid in 
good lime mortar. 

The basement of the main building is divided into many rooms by walls, 
all having footings.—The line of the basement floor is 6 inches above the 
top of ‘the footing. From the tower on the east to the tower on the west, 
the face of the earth slopes 6 feet, four inches above the earth on the east 
line, begins a promenade walk, from 11 to 22 feet wide, around the entire 
building, and approached by stone steps on all sides. 

There are four towers on the four corners of the building, each starti 
from their footing, of 26 feet square ; these continue 16} feet high, én 
come to the line of the base string course, which is 8 feet above the pro- 
menade walk. At this point the towers are reduced to 25 feet square ; they 
then continue to the height of 38 feet, or the height of the second string 
course. At this point ) ond are reduced to 23 feet square ; they then con- 
tinue 38 feet high, to the third string course. The string course continue all 
around the building, except when seperated by buttresses. These string 
courses are massive mouldings from solid blocks of stone. 

The two east towers then rise 25 feet to.a string course, or cornice. The 
two west towers rise 19 feet and come to their string course, or cornice.— 
The four towers then rise 9 feet to the top of battlements. These towers 
are cylindrical, having 17 feet diameter inside, within which stairs ascend 
around a solid column four feet in diameter, allowing landings at the various 
sections of the building. These towers have each 5 ornamental windows on 
two sides, above the basement. The two centre towers occupy the centre 
of the east and west ends of the building, starting from their footings 31 feet 
square, and break off in sections in line with corner towers to the height ot 
the third string course. The east centre tower then rises 40 feet to the top 
of battlements ; the west centre tower rises 34 feet to the top of battle- 
ments. All the towers have spires, the details of which are not. decided on. 

All these towers, at their corners have octagon turrets terminated by 
octagon pinnacles 5 feet diameter at base, 4 feet at first story, and 3 feet 
from there up. There are also on each side of these towers two buttresses, 
except when they come in contact with the body of the main building. 
The top of these buttresses show 48 in number, and stand upon pedestals. 
The space between the buttresses and turrets is 2 feet at first story. On 
the front of two centre towers are two large windows, each 32 feet high, one 
above the other, neatly prepared for that place. 

On the two west corner towers, and on the west end, a few feet below the 
top of battlements, may be seen in bold, (or alto relievo) the great dipper, 
or Ursa Major, with the pointers ranging nearly towards the north star. 
(Moral, the Tost may find themselves by the Priesthood.) 

I will now glance at the main body of the House. I have before stated 
that the basement was divided into many rooms. The centre one is arran- 
ged for a ismal font, and is 57 feet long by 35 feet wide, separated from 
the main wall by four rooms, two on each side, 19 feet long by 12 wide. 
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On the east and west side of these rooms are 4 passages 12 feet wide ; these 
lead to and from by outside doors, two on the north and two on the south. 
Farther east and west from these passages are 4 more rooms, two at each 
end, 28 feet wide by 384 long. These and their walls occupy the basement. . 
All the walls start off their footings, and rise 164 feet, and there stop with 
ground ceiling. 

We are now up to the line of the base string course, 8 feet about the pro- 
menade, or steps rising to the Temple, which terminates the cope of pedestal, 
and to the first floor of said House.—This room is joined to the outer courts, 
these courts being the width between towers, 16 feet by 9 in the clear. We 
ascend to the floors of these courts (they being on a line with first floor of 
main house) by four flights of stone steps 94 feet wide, arranged in the base- 
ment work ; the first step ranging to the outer line of towers, From these 
courts doors admit to any part of the building. 

The size of the first large room is 120 feet long by 80 feet wide ; the 
height reaches.nearly to the second string course. The room is arched over 
in the centre with an elliptical arch which drops at its flank 10 feet, and 
has $8 feet span. ‘The side ceilings have } elliptical arches which start 
from the side walls of the main building, 16 feet high, and terminate at the 
capitals of the columns or foot of centre arch, at the height of 24 teet.—The 
columns obtain their bearings direct from the footings of said house ; these 
colums extend up to support the floor above. 

The outside walls of this story are 7 feet thick. The space, from the ter- 
mination of the foot of the centre arch to the outer wall, is divided into 16 
compartments, 8 on each side, making rooms 14 feet by 14, clear of parti- 
tions, and 10 feet high, leaving a passage 6 feet wide next to each flank of 
centre arch, which is approached from the ends. These rooms are each 
lighted by an elliptical or oval window whose major axis is vertical. 

The second large room is one foot wider than the room below ; this is in 
consequence of the wall being but 6 feet thick, falling off six inches on the 
inner, and six on the outer side. The second string course provides for this 
on the outside.—The rooms of this story are similar to those below. The 
side walls have 9 buttresses on a side, and have 8 tier of windows, 5°n each 
tier. 

The foot of the basement windows are 8 inches above the promenade, rise 
3 feet perpendicular, and terminate with a semicircular head. The first 
story widows have 12 feet length of sash, to top of semicircular head. The 
oyal windows have 6} feet length of sash. The windows of the second 
story are the same as those below.—All these frames have 4} feet width of 


The pedestals under all thé buttresses project at their base 2 feet ; above 
their base, which is 15 inches by 44 feet wide, on each front, is a figure of a 
globe 3 feet 11 inches across, whose axis corresponds with the axis of the 
earth. 

The base string course forms a cope for those pedestals. Above this cope 
the buttresses are 33 feet, and continue to the height of 100 feet.—Above 
the promenade, close under the second string course, on each of the but- 
tresses is the moon, represented im its different phases. Close under the 
third string course, or cornice is the face of the sun. Immediately. above 
is Saturn with her rings. The buttresses terminate with a projected cope. 
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The only difference between the tower buttresses, and the one just dés- 
cribed, is, instead of Saturn being ow them, we have clouds anti reys of light 
deseénding downwards. 

All of these symbols are to be chiseled in bas‘ relief on solid storie. The 
side walis continue, above the string! corse, or corfice, 8} féet, making the 
walls 96 feet high, and are formed mv battlements, interspersed with? stairs. 

The roof is quite flat, rising only 8 feet, and is to be covered with’ gal- ' 
vanized iron, or some other metal. The building is to be’ otherwise orna- 
mented in many places. The whole structure is‘desighed to'sytmbolize some 
of the great architectural work above. | ite 

The basement windows recede in, from the face of outer wal} te sash 
frame, 18 inches, and are relieved by a large cavete. These windows above 
the base recede from face 6f wall to sushi ey 3 feat\- and are surrounded 
by stone jambs formed in mouldings, and surmounted by labels over each, 
which terminate at their’ horizon, excepting the oval windows, whose labels: 
terminate on columns which extend from an enriched string course, at the 
foot of each window, to the centre of major axis. 4 7 

My chief object in the last paragraph is to show to the judgment of any 
who may be baffled, how those windows can be come at, ke. All the win- 
dows in the towers are moulded, and have stone jambs ; each being crowned 
with label mouldings. 7 

For further particulars, wait till the house is done, then come and see it. 

The whole st. covers an area of 21,850 feet. 


TRUMAN ANGELL, Arch't. 


PROGRAMME. 


GRAND JUVENILE CESSION. 
Monday, July’ 24th, 1854. 
BEING THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PIONEERS INTO THE VALLEY 
OF TH. GREAT SALT LAKE. 

At sunrise firing of canrion’ by Capt. Tanner’s Artillery, and ringing of 
bells. 

At 7 o'clock, childyen will assemble at’ the School House of their re- 
Wards; dnd’ protedd immediately'to thé’ placd of general gathering, 

The Grand Processioti’ will form at 73-o’cloek, and at half-past 8 pre- 
cisely, will leave the ground ‘under the ditéction of the Marshal of the Day 
Col. J. C. Little, and parade a portion of the city, continuing its march to the 
residence of Presidént Youtig ;, where, with’ singing and addresses, by the 
youths, the President and’ Suite will be received under a Pioneer Salute of 
7 guns, at which time the Mammoth Flag will be unfurled, and the Pro- 
cession proceed to the Tabertiacle. - 

The being seated, doors*will’ public. 

The assembly called to ordét’ by the Marshal—Prayér by. the. Chaplain. 

Singing by the Juvenile Chorr. 

Followed by addresses, anecdotes, anti atfa éd to the. oecasion, 
terspersed with music by the several bands, an@ sifiging’ by the Choir. 
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At the close of the exercises the public will retire. 

The Procession will re-form and escort the President and Suit back to his 
residence. From thence they will parade thro’ another portion of the City, 
until its arrival at the place of starting. | 

The Procession will then form in square, give one hearty good cheer, for 
each Anniversary of the Pioneers, accompanied by the roll of drums and 
firing of cannon. 

The Regalia will then be collected, and the Procession dismissed ; when 
they will return to their respective Ward School Houses, where it is ex- 
pected a collation will be provided by the parents, to close the amusements 
of the day. | 


ORDER OF PROCESSION. 


1. Marshal of the day, and Captain L. W. Hardy, on horse. Wm. Ed- 
dington and N. H. Felt, Aids. 
2. Young man bearing the Marshal’s Insignia of Office, mounted in gold 
letters,—“ Order.”’ 
R. T. Burton, Ass’t MarsnHat. 
American Standard, “Stars and Stripes.” 
Martial Band. 
Pioneers’ Band. 
24 Yo Men, in full Mountain Dress. 
Banner, Names of Pioneers. 
J. W. Cummines, Ass’t. Mar. 
8. Boy bearing Cushion, with Bible, and Book of Mormon in six differ- 
ent languages. 
9. 24 Boys in white pants, shirts, and straw hats. 
10. 24 Girls in white dress and pink bodies. 
11. Boy with Banner, blue silk and gold.—‘ Wisdom.” 
JoserH Horn, Mak. 
12. Boy with Compass. 7 
13. Terrestial Globe, mounted in a Canopy of blue silk and gold, carried 
by four Boys in white pants, shirts, cornets, and scarfs. 
14. 8 Boys with Educational Instruments. 
15. 3 Boys with Quadrant, Mountain Barometer, and Sextant. 
16. Celestial Globe, mounted on a Canopy of white silk and gold, carried 
by 4 — in white pants, shirts, cornets, and scarfs. , 
17. Boy bearing Orrery ; Inscription,—“ Eternities.” 
Carn, Ass’t. Mar. 
18. University Banner. 
19. 12 Boys, white pants, shirts, red sashes, Mottoes in gold. 
20. Banner, in blue silk and gold,—“ AU Truth,” 
21. 12 Girls in white dresses. 
D. Canpzianp, Ass’t. Mar. 
22. Banner in silk,—‘‘Zion’s Bulwarks.” 
23. 3 Boys with silk sashes, Mottoes in gold. 
24. 24 Boys in light dress, and black belts. 
25. Banner,—‘Virtue adorns Zion.” 
26. 24 Girls in white dress. 
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J. F. Hurcninson, Ass’t. Mar. 
27. Banner,— Sweet Singers of Israel.” 
28. 24. Juvenile Singers ; 12 Lads in light dresses. 


29. Teachers. 

D. A. Ass’t. Mar. 

$0. Banner carried by Indian Children,—‘‘We shall become a White and 
people.” 

24 Indian Children in Indian costume, 
Cornasy, Ass’t. Mar. 

$2. Banner,—* Hope of Israel.” 

33. 50 Boys. 

34. Ornamental staff, with Inscription,—“Fuwh, Hope, and Charity. 

35. 50 Girls. 

A. Hoactanp, Ass’t. Mar. 

386. Band Banner. 

37. seat Brass Band. 

38. Terrestrial Globe, mounted in a Canopy of purple silk and 
gold, carried by six Yo Men in white ants, tunics, neck ties, scarfs and 
cornets of silk and gold ; Inscription,—“ The Saints’ Inheritance.” 

39. Banner, Lion and Lamb. 

40. President Brigham Young and Suite.—Lorenzo Snow on the right, 
Wilford Woodruff on the left, on white horses. Chaplain. 
oan Banner.—* Blessed are they rohose Names are Written in the Book of 

42. Church Historian with Roll, supported by his 4 Clerks, in white 
pants, vest, black coats, scarfs, and bearing a Canopy of silk and gold. 

43. Large Celestial Globe, mounted on a Canopy of white silk and gold, 
carried by 6 Young Men in white pants, tunics, nec a ties, scarfs and cornets. 
of silk oa gold ; supported on the right by Orson Hyde, on the left by John 
Taylor, on white horses  Inscription,—‘‘Come and See.” 

A. H. Rateten, Ass’t. Mar. 
44. Large Map of the American Continent, lettered,—“Ephriam's 
Portion 
45. ‘Company of Boys. 


B. H. Youne, Ass’r. Mar. 
46. Banner in Silk,— Mothers teach us how to be Great.” 
47. 24 Girls in white dress and blue bodies. 
J. M. Simmons, Ass’ T. Mar. 
48.~ Banner,—*‘Zion’s Daughters rejoice in Zion's Peace.” 
49. 24 Girls in white dress, blue scarfs, white wreaths for head dress. 
5. Banner, in white silk and gold, “ Purity. - 
51. 24 Misses, in white, with scarfs, coronets of white roses on their 
heads, and bougets of flowers in their hands. 
B.B. MeEssENGER, Ass’t. Mar. 
52. Banner,— Union is Liberty.” 
53. Company of Boys. 
H. B. Crawson, Ass’t. Mar. 
54. Banner, white silk and gold,—* Virtue.’ 
55. 12 Young Ladies in white, dressed “precisely alike ; coronets of 
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white roses upon their heads, in their hands bouquets of flowers, and wear- 
ing white silk sashes, with the following mottoes in gold :— _ 

“ Hail to the Prophet,” “‘ Holiness to the Lord,” ‘Zion of the Lord,” 
Mountain Blossoms,” Zion’s Hope,” ‘“ Israel’s Deliverance,” ‘ Purity 
and Virtue,” “ Love and Purity,” “ Vion our Home,” “ Lillies of the Val- 
ley,” ‘‘ Peace and Plenty,” “‘ Pure Love Exalteth.” 

Joun Brown, Ass’t. Mar. 

56. A large Map of Asia, lettered in gold,—“ Judah's, Portion.” 

57. Company of Boys. 

58. Deseret Alphabet. 

59. Company of Girls. 

60. nd Bannex. 

6+. Ballo’s Brass Band. 

62. 2 Little Boys attired in Shepherd Dresses of Tartan Plaid, bearing 
Shepherd Crooks, and attended with Pet Lambs. | 

Capt. Heman Hype. 
63. Rear Guard full equipped. 


WASHINGTON. 
( Extract from the. Star.) 
Extensive Appropriations by Congress for Utah— Appointments for Justice 
and Indian Agents for Utah. | f 
| Washington City, August 8, 1854. 
President F. D. Richards. 
My Dear Sir—Notwithstanding His Satanic Majesty raged and roared, 
the following bills and- amendments to bills, have, with the blessing of God, 
both. branches of the National Legislature, and having received the 
xecutive sanction, have become laws of the Jand— 
A bill to refund to the Feritory of Utah the expenses incwrred 
in. suppressing Indian hostilities in the years 1850 and 1851, $20, 940.65 
A bill to provide for the construction of a Military Road 


to Utah, 25,000.00 
- An amendment to the civil and diplomatic bill te increase the 
Utah Library, 500.09 
An amendment to the civil and diplomatic bill to pay the | 
Code Commissioners, 2, 428.10 
For general incidental expenses of the Indjan-service in the 
Territory of Utah during the year ending June 30th, 1854, 10,000.00 
For general incidental expenses.of the Indian service of the 
of Utah for the: year ending June 30, 1855, 20,000.00 
or t 


e expenses of negotiating. treaties. with, and making 
presents of goods and provisions to the Indians in-the Territory 


of Utah, 45,000.00 
To defray the expenses of the Territorial Government of Utah 
for the year ending June 30th, 1855, $0,700.00 


$154, 568,75 
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‘Three or four new post routes have also been established in U tah. | 
George P. Stiles has been appointed an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
. Court of the United States, for the Territory of Utah, vice Judge Underwood 
declined. 

Dr. Garland Hurt, of Kentucky, has been appointed Indian Agent for 
the Territory of Utah, inthe place of Major Bedel deceased. » 

I ell yours, ever truly: 
Joun M. Bernuiser. 


FERRIS’'S “UTAH AND THE. MORMONS” WEIGHED IN 
THE BALANCES. 
( Kxtract fromthe Star.) 

Benjamin G. Ferris, late Secretary of State for Utah, has given 
to the world his views of ( tah and the Mormons. Throughout his 
whole work of 347 octavo pages, I cannot find a single open, manly 
testimony of virtue in the “‘Mormons,” or in their religion, excepting 
an acknowledgement of “polte and kind attentions” on the part of a 
few individuals, and “friendty courtesy” on the part of the people of 
G. S. L. City’ generally, a concession which the commonest -court— 
esies of society could not fail te exact. 

The Book of Mormon, witheut doubt, was founded en Selomon 
Spaulding’s Wanwseript Found: A “combination of cunning’ and 
sensuality” formed the charaeter of Joseph Smith, “the hatter quality 
indeed,” eventually becoming “the absording and governing passion 
of his soul, which respeeted neither the ties ef kindred nor friendship, 
Out of such a character the-doctrines:and practices of polygamy legit- 
imately grew. Of course ‘Joseph Smith: was nemartyr”—his death 
was merely a political mistake.” Furthermore, “it is a misnomer te 
say that the Mormons have been persecuted on account of their réli- 
gion.” So far from that, “religious persecution does not belong to 
the American mind.’”” The: fact i is, “aside: from constitational and 
statuary protection, all forms and creeds are tolerated, however redi- 
culous and absurd, provided their'practical ultimation do-not interfere 
with the rights of others.” But here is the grand diffieulty—*Mor- 
monism, unhapily, furnishes a justification te the consctenee of the 
farratieal believer for the commission ef all the:crimes which have been 
charged to its account.” But why were not “Mormon’” crimimals 
brought to: justiee? Alb, gentle reader, you little know the com- 
ptexion of a “Mormon” community, or you weald not ask that simple: 
question. The “Mormons” were decided criminals, and onght to 
have received condign: punisliment, but they were | sharp errough to. 
evade justice—they were too cunning’ to be caught. “A community 
like that ef Nauvoo, possesed almost’ unlimited! facilities fur the 
concealment of crime, in: the first instamce, and, in the end; for 
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screening the detected offender from justice.”’ A criminal, or mis- 
sing property, might be traced to the precincts of Nauvoo, but there 
fairy land commenced -- further search was hopeless, the pursuer was 
bafiled and bewildered at every step, and had eventually to return 
sorely disappointed—“ once within its territory, and further trace 
would be lost : it was then as fruitless a task as hunting Indians in 
the everglades of Florida without the aid of bloodhounds.” There 
might have been “cases of individual wrong” in the “ break-up of 
Nauvoo,” as such cases “will always occur in civil commotions.”’ 
But “ the original causes of the trouble are to be found in the Mor- 
mon system itself,—in its arrogant religious pretentions, its reeking 
licentiousness, and its general licence to plunder the goods, and 
trample upon the rights of all ‘Gentile’ communities with which it 
may happen to be in contact.” And the “ Mormons” should not 
“complain that, in making war upon the social morality, and the 
civil and religious institutions of the country, they have not only lost 
the battle, but come out of the contest with diminished resources.”’ 

The raising of the “ Mormon Battalion,” of 500 men, forthe Mex- 
ican war, while the Church lay in the wilderness of lowa, must not 
be considered a sacrifice, nor an exhibition of patriotism and loyalty 
but was a boon to the Saints, as it led them in a direction they wished 
to go, and brought the Church a bounty of some 20,000 dollars, 
which “more than counter-balanced the incovenience arising from 
the absence of that numberof men.” The exode from Nauvoo to 
Great Salt Lake Valley, though effected in an “ admirable manner,” 
was comparatively an easy task. The people of Utah are not 
worthy of so much renown for industry and enterprise as they have 
received, for they have accomplished no more than what any similar 
number of Americans could do. : 

As may be expected the degradation of Utah is deep and abiding. 
The most “ frightful licentiousness” prevails, as the necessary con- 
sequence of a plurity of wives. “The pollution of the Latter-day 
polygamist is thorough and complete, mind and body. There is no 
degree of profanity and blasphemy that he cannot compass with the. 
coolness of an every-day occupation. Everything sacred which he 
breathes upon or touches, is profaned and polluted, from the throne 
of the Eternal to the family altar, around which are usually garnered 
all the hopes and joys of Christian minds. All his doctrines are base 
literalism and materialism—all his joys are carnal and selfish.’ We 
ma agers expect Utah to be destroyed by fire from heaven like 

om and Gomorrah, for, if Mr. Ferris’s charge be true, she cer- 
tainly deserves it. Only to think of common decency being all but 
a stranger at Salt Lake! “ Their system of plurality has obliterated 
nearly all sense of decency, and would seem to be fast leading to an 
intercourse open and promiscuous as the cattle in the fields.”’ The 
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wives in Utah are certainly objects of special commiseration—“ A 
wife, in Utah, cannot live out half her days.” The effects of poly- 
gamy are pursued to a grand climax—“ In every instance where it 
has been introduced, it has totally destroyed all union of affection 
and interest previously existing. The wife has no further motive to 
labour and economize for the family, because she finds one or more 
intruders who have the right to share in the benefits of her exertions ; 
and the concubine, for a similar reason, feels no interest and makes 
no effort. ‘The wife hates them for interfering with her comfort, and 
estranging the affections of her husband ; they, on the other hand, 
hate the wife and each other, and the children of each other. The 
husband hates the wife on whose affections he has trampled, and over 
whom he has tyranized, and hates each concubine, of whom he tires 
when a fresh one is introduced ; and the children hate each other as 
cordially as a band of half starved young wolves. It is hate, strife, 
and wretchedness, through the whole family circle. Hecate herself, 
in her deepest malignity, could not have devised a more effectual 
scheme to destroy the happiness of mankind. The husband, under 
the domestic discord and gross indulgence, loses his energy, becomes 
discouraged, sinks into the bloated, vulgar debauchee, and affords a 
capital illustration of the truth, that “ our pleasant vices are made 
the whips to scourge us.’”’ A most inviting picture, surely ! Felony 
and murder are also winked at and abetted by the authorities of the 
Church. 

Salt Lake Valley is very unhealthy, and a “ frightful degree of 
sickness and mortality prevails,” the children, through the “ gross 
sensuality and carelessness” of the parents, being the chief sufferers. 
Mr. Ferris has very industriously gathered up divers stories, and 
‘“‘ amusing scenes,” similar to the lowest of those which pass, in Chris- 
tian communities, under the —— of “scandal.” He speaks of 
the dissensions, and the decrease of population, that prevail at Salt 
Lake ; and concludes by showing that the Saints have begun to 
“ decline and fall,” are fast hasting to decay, and “ must gradually 
sink away and become lost in a better population.” 

Such are the staple contents of Utah and the Mormons. Now it 
is really too bad that the world should be called upon to believe that 
the people of Utah are so utterly and irreclaimably degraded as is 
above represented. Such a one-sided report—all worse and no 
better, like the negro’s wife, defeats the intentions of the author, and 
consequently requires no systematic and literal refutation. To under- 
take to do such a thing would be wasting labour and time. He who 
can believe Mr. Ferris’s work must possess a very obtuse and unre~ 
flecting mind. Were it not that many editors are ee extracts 
from Utah and the Mormons, and that there are hundreds and thou- 
sands of honest people in this country, who have heard nothing on 
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the other side of the question, and who consequently might be led to 
erroneous conclusions respecting the Latter-day Saints, the work 
would, most likely, never have been noticed in the Star. But, for 
the information and benefit of such persons, | have given above a 
short description of Mr. Ferris’s book. If they wish for a further 
acquaintance with that work, they can procure it for themselves. 
Meanwhile | will introduce Mr. Ferris’s testimony into one scale of 
the balances, and, without any misgivings as to the result, introduce 
into the other scale, from: various sources, perhaps quite as respec- 
table as the Ex-Secretary of Utah, the. following testimony, conclud- 
ing with the sensible. observations of a lady who has proven for her- 
self the practical workings of that system which Wir. Ferris denomi- 
nafes the “ crowning trait of Mormonism,” and which“ has proved to 
be the: Pandora’s box from which these troublesome plagues have 
gone forth on their errand of mischiet’’--- 

My dear Sir—I have just. cut the enclosed slip fromthe Bu/fato 
Courier. It. brings. setious charges against Brigham Young, gover- 
nor of Utah, and falsely charges that | knew them to be true. You 
will recollect that [relied much. upon you for the moral character and 
standing of Mr. Young, You knew him, and had known. him in 
Utah. You area Demoerat,.but I doubt not will truly state whether 
these charges against.the moral character of Gevernor Young are 
true,’’—- ftis Excellency Millard Fillmore, Presieent of the United 
States. to Colonel T. L.-Kane. | 

“My dear Sir,—I have no wish. te evade the responsibility of 
having vouched for the character of Mr. Brigham Young, of Utah, 
and his fitness for the station he now occupies. I reiterate, without 
reserve, the statement of his excellent capacity, energy, and integrity, 
which I mide you prior to his appointment. 1 am willing: to say |. 
volunteered to communicate to you the facts by which I was cen- 
vineed of his patiiotism and devotion to the interests of the union. 
| made. no qualification when | assured you of his irreproaehable 
moral character, because | was able to speak of this from. my own. 
intimate personal knowledge. . . Meanwhile,.]. am ready to. offer 
this. assurance for publication in any form. you care to. indieate, and 
challenge contradiction from any respectable authority.”’—‘ o/onel 
F. L. Kune tu his. #xcellency President Miilard Fillmore. 

“Nor, whatever may be.the character of the leaders, can we hesi- 
tate to. believe: the almost.unanimous testimony of travellers te the 
general morality of the population ? Indeed, the laborious and. suc- 
cessful industry, which we have described could. not characterize a- 
debauched and.licentious people.” — Edinburgh Review. 

“ It.certainly argued a-high. tone of morals, habitual obser- 
vance of good. order and decorum, to find women and children thus 
securely slumbering in the midst of a large: city, with no- protection 
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from midnight molestation other than a wagon-cover of linen and the 
egis of the law.”—Captain dtansbury’s Expedition to Great 
Salt, Lake. 

“‘ Upon the practical working of this system of plurality of wives, 
| can hardly be expected to express more than a mereopinion. . 
So far, however, as my intercourse with the inhabitants afforded me 
an opportunity of judging, its practical operation was quite different | 
from what | had anticipated. Peace, harmony, and cheerfulness 
seemed to prevail, where my preconceived notions led me to look for 
nothing but the exhibition of petty jealousies, envy, bickerings, and 
strife. Confidence and sisterly affection among the different mem- 
bers of the family seemed pre-eminently conspicuous.’ —/ did, 

“Since the return of the expedition, it has appeared evident that 
the nature of the domestic relations of the Mormons has been very 
generally misapprehended. It seems that the * spiritual wife system,’ 
as it has been very improperly denominated, has been supposed to be 
nothing more nor less than the unbridled license of indiscriminate in- 
tercourse between the sexes, either openly practised by all, or in- 
dulged to the invasion of individual rights by the spiritual elders.. 
Nothing can be further from the real state of the case. The tie that 
binds a Mormon to his second, third, or fourth wife, is just as strong, 
sacred, and indissoluble, as that which unites him to his first. Al-. 
though this assumption of new marriage bonds be called “ sealing,” 
it is contracted, net secretly, but under the solemn sanctions of a 
religious ceremony, In the presence, and with the approbation and 
consent of relatives and friends. Whatever may be thought of the 
morality of this practice, none ean fail to perceive that it exhibits a 
state of things entirely different from the gross licentiousness which 
is generally thought to prevail in this community, and which, were 
it the case, would justly commend itself to the unmingled abhorence 
of the whole efvilised world, The recent acquittal of a Mormon 
elder for shooting the seducer of one of his wives, on the ground that 
the act was one of justifiable homicide, fully corroborates the truth of” 
this remark, and shows in how strong a light the sacredness’ and ex- 
clusive character of such relations are viewed by the Mormons them- 
selves.” —Ibid. 

“ We can only say that all marriage relations that came under our 
notice were most purely correct in appearance ; and that all wives 
in Utah showed a devotion and alacrity in domestic affairs and family 
duties, that would promote the harmony of the world, and make many 
a heavy heart beat for jay, if universal.”—Lieut. Gunnison’s. His- 
tery of the Mormons. 

The cheerful happy faces-——the self-satisfied countenances——the 
cordial salutation of brother or sister on alt oceasions of address—the 
lively strains of music pouring forth from merry hearts in every domi-- 
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cile, as women and children sing their ‘ songs of Zion,’ while plying 
their domestic tasks, give an impression of a happy society in the 
vales of Deseret.” —Jbid. 

“ The plurality system, as it is called here (or polygamy, in fact,) 
revails extensively ; but those who suppose that licentiousness or 
ooseness Of manners or morals prevails to any extent, are very much 

mistaken. ‘The women are exceedingly modest and circumspect in 
their department. I have had the pleasure of an introduction to a 
number who are very sensible and agreeable, and | think, compare 
fully with the well-bred ladies of the States. . . . . From all I 
can see and learn, there is less licentiousness and vulgarity in this 
city and territory than any other place of equal population in the 
United States. The men are jealous of all interference in their 
domestic affairs, and seduction and adultery, if discovered, are apt to 
be punished by death of the offender. Some cases of this kind have 
happened here.“—L. H. Read, United states Chief Justice for the 
territory of Utah. 

‘‘ While to the thoughtless reader the name of Mormonism is only sugges- 
tive of ribald epigrams on the continency of Mr. Brigham Young, and the 
existence of the sect is treated as a mere joke, the eyes of thinking men are 
fixed on the young settlement of Deseret, with apprehensions of no common 
magnitude. The colony of Salt Lake is no assemblage of hairbrained 
socialists, or agapemone of rogues and dupes—a haunt of hypocrisy and 
beastly licentiousness—Brigham Young and his followers are neither idle 
knaves nor corrupt profligates. The stumbling-blocks which have led to the 

all of eo many false sects, have been avoided by the Mormons. Their 
religious code is imbued with enough mysticism to attract the imaginative, 
but it is linked and coupled with a moral law framed on the wisest basis.’”’— 
New York Herald. 

‘Despite all the calumnious tales which have been circulated, we have 
every reason to believe that the Mormons are just in their dealings, and 
kind and charitable both to rs and to eachother. Polygamy, it is 
true, is practised among them, and has been severely used as a weapon in 
the hands of their ants: but so far from being made subservient to 
depraved ions, it is only tolerated in order to increase the number of 
the faithful, and on the principle quoted above, that drones—whether male 
or female—must be driven from the hive. Female chastity and conjugal 
fidelity are essential virtues ; adultery and illicit intercourse will be punished 
with death by the Mormon code. Both honour and religion oblige the man, 
whose wife, dunshan or sister had been injured, to kill the seducer.”—Jdid. 

“TY must still say, on the ground of what I was able to collect in America 

ing this sect—its leaders and doctrines—that I believe the accusations 
laid to their charge are for the greater part untrue. . . . I was assured, 
by an intellectual man—not a Mormon—who had resided two years among 
the Mormons in Utah, that the morals of the public were remarkably pure, 
and that the Mormon women were above all blame.” —Frederica Brenner's 
Homes of the New World. 
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The way these Mormons have been ‘ lied about’ is a sin.. I never saw a 
more peacetul, sober, industrious, and thriving people in my life. Their 
city is a perfect pattern of neatness, and everybody in it seems to be active 
busy.” C. Lee, of Milwaukie Wisconsin. 

“TI have not yet heard the single charge against them as a community, 

inst their habitual purity of life, their integrity of dealing, their toleration 
of religious differences of opinion, their regard for the laws, or their devo- 
tion to the constitutional government under which we live—that I dq not, 
from my own observation or the testimony of others, know to be unfoun- 
ded.” —Colonel Thomas L. Kane. 

“] have been annoyed by comments this hastily written discourse has 
elicited : well meaning friends have even invited me to tone down its re- 
marks in favour of the Mormons, for the purpose of securing them a readier 
acceptance. 1 can only make them more express. The Truth must take 
care of itself. 1 not only meant to deny that the Mormons in any wise fall 
below our own standard of morals, but J would be distinctly understood to 
ascribe to those of their number with whom I associated in the West, a 
general correctness of deportment and purity of character above the average 
of ordinary communities. 

“It is observed to me, with a vile meaning, that I have said little about 
the Mormon women. I have scarcely alluded to them, because my memo- 
ries of them are such that I cannot think of their characters as a theme for 
discussion. In one word, it was eminently that which for Americans dig- 
nifies the names of mother, wife, and sister. Ofthe self-denying generosity, 
which went to ennoble the whole people in my eyes, I witnessed among them 
the brightest illustrations. I have seen the ideal charity of the statue 
gallery surpassed by the young Mormon mother, who shared with the 
stranger’s orphan the breast of milk of her own child.” —Jbid. 

“Can charges which are so commonly and so circumstantially laid, be 
without any foundation at all? I know it. Upon my return from the 

rairie, I met through the settlements scandalous stories against the Presi- 
dient of the sect, which dated of the precise period when I myself was best 
acquainted with his self-denying and blameless life. I had an experience 
os be satisfactory with — to other falsehoods, some of them most 
extravagant and most widely believed. During the sickness I have referred 
to, | was nursed by a dear lady, well connected in New York and New 
Jersey, whom I sufficiently name to many by stating that she was the first 
cousin of one of our most respected citizens, whose conduct as chief magis- 
trate of Philadelphia in an excited time won for him our general esteem. 
In her exile, she found her severest suffering in the belief that her friends in 
the States looked upon her as irreclaimably outcast. It was one of the first 
duties I performed on my return, to enlighten them as to her true position, 
and the character of her exemplary husband ; and the knowledge of this 
fact arrived in time, I believe, to be of comfort to her before she sank under 
the privation and hardship of the march her frame was too delicate to 
endure.” —Jbid. 

‘I afterwards learned that he was a Mormon who had three wives, and 
intended to have ten when he was able to support them. . . . He was 
a most energetic, untiring, business man—shrewd and keen, with a reason- 
able share of the moral and religious ; honest, aspiring, ambitious ; a warm 


